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Latest News  

 
IMEC 27 Conference Opens in Johor, Malaysia 

 

IMEC 27（The 27th International Maritime English Conference）was held 12-15 

October 2015 at NMIT(Netherlands Maritime Institute of Technology ) Johor, 
Malaysia. More than 50 experts and educators from more than 30 countries 
including USA, China, Malaysia, Philippines, Belgium, Sweden, Germany, Korea, China 

and etc, in particular Iran attended the 5-day international meeting, exchanging 
ideas and experiences on how to apply new pedagogical method such as blended 
learning, CBL(computer based learning), mobile learning to effective Maritime 
English education, and how to raise culture awareness and alertness to Maritime 
English and most importantly on the New Model Course 3.17 and its contributions. 
 
IMLA Chair Jin Yongxing sent a congratulatory letter to IMEC 27, in which he highly 
complimented the contributions made by Peter Trenkner who not only brought up 
Maritime English but also made incomparably great SMCP in the community of 
maritime industry. This was echoed by Milhar Fuazudeen, head of Maritime Training 

and Human Element Section, Maritime Safety Division of IMO. Peter Trenkner 

resigned the Chair and was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Honor. 
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The President of NMIT made a keynote speech welcoming all the participants and 
introduced the history of NMIT. He wished the conference successful. His hospitality 
was much appreciated by the IMEC 27 participants.  
 

Clive Cole and Catherine started 
with IMO Model Course 3.17 
which introduced the concept of 
GME and SME. Yu Haiyan from 
Shanghai Maritime University 
exchanged her experiences and 
opinions of blended learning 

which have been applied in MET. 
Li Yan and Luo Weihua continued 
with Ongoing Maritime English 
Education Reform which focused 
on small group teaching in Dalian  
 

Maritime University and its effectiveness in enhancing students’ interests. Several 
workshops like understanding unknown languages by Erik Hemming and Alison 
Noble and Creating English Board Game by Alcino Ferreira and Francois Jaouen 
aroused great curiosity of all participants in new approach to organize classes and 
the use of computer designed programme in MET.  

Mr. Peter Trenkner, Mr. Clive Cole addressed at the Opening 

 

The Keynote speech by Muhammad Razif bin Ahmad, general manager of Johor Port 
Authority linked Maritime English with ports and ports safety, which is extremely 
impressive. The SMCP-based Maritime approach by Peter John, and Naoyuki Takagi 
is enlightening as it introduces computer into the practice and some human 
intelligence to the MET. Wang Xian from Shanghai Maritime University discussed the 
main contribution of Model course 3.17 from the perspective of the usefulness of 
SME. Iranian Professors Hooshang Khoshsima and Ali Asghar Roostami Abuseidi 

made a presentation on Teachers’ assessment of oral proficiency, which touched on 
an interesting and important subject of teachers’ competence assessment. In general, 
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the conference is fruitful as it covers a wide range of topics from CBT, assessment, 
industry situation to 3.17. All participants felt enlightened with the pioneering topics 
and traditional teaching method. 
 
 

ShipArc 2015 Emphasizes Collaboration as Key to Arctic 

Stewardship 
 
The increasingly ice-diminished Arctic environment has accelerated interest in, and 
potential for, new maritime trade routes, merchant transportation, and resource 
development such as mining, oil & gas exploration, tourism and fishing. The 

international conference, Safe and Sustainable Shipping in the Arctic Environment 
(ShipArc 2015) took place 25-27 August at the World Maritime University and 
brought together over 300 participants from 75 countries to discuss a 
forward-looking agenda that respects the fragile Arctic frontier. 
 

The conference was a joint effort by the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 
the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME) working group of the Arctic 
Council, and the World Maritime University. In the opening address, IMO 
Secretary-General, Mr. Koji Sekimizu, remarked that the opening up of the Arctic to 
greater maritime activity provides both a unique challenge and opportunity, and that 

IMO measures such as the recently adopted Polar Code will help to ensure the safety 
of ships operating in polar areas and the protection of the polar environment. 
 
WMU President, Dr. Cleopatra Doumbia-Henry, noted the timeliness of the 
conference in regard to the recently agreed on2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development that is due to be adopted by Heads of States at the United Nations 

later in September. Goal 14 of the agenda is entitled “Conserve and sustainably use 

the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development,” and Dr. 

Doumbia-Henry emphasized that the outcomes of the conference will inform the 
way forward for IMO, the Arctic Council and WMU regarding the Arctic and 
sustainable development.  

 
The conference included a broad range of topics with subthemes of: The Polar Code, 
Beyond the Polar Code, Arctic Governance, Sustainable Arctic Business Development, 
Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment, and a focus on Training, 
Capacity-Building, Science and Research. Prominent speakers at the forefront of 
their fields encouraged collaboration among the Arctic States in particular, and the 
importance of not only data sharing and standardization, but initial data gathering to 
better understand the current state of the Arctic. It was also emphasized that the 
Arctic cannot be considered to be isolated from invasive species or pollution. Plastics 
are already present in the Arctic due to natural ocean currents so the region has 
already been compromised with pollution which leads to the larger agenda that all 

oceans need to be clean. 
 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/polar/Pages/default.aspx
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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Challenges to current thinking about climate change were posed by Dr. David Carlson, 
Chief Editor for Earth System Science Data and Director of the World Climate 
Research Programme. He stated that the current focus on black carbon as a top 
cause for global warming is nowhere near as urgent as the need to control 
greenhouse gas emissions such as Co2 and methane. He acknowledged that black 
carbon is indeed an area for concern, but not an urgent priority and that policy 
makers need to shift their focus to more urgent matters. 
 
It was generally recognized that the recently adopted Polar Code is an important 
step in Arctic stewardship, yet there is much more work to be done. Arsenio 
Dominguez, Ambassador & Permanent Representative of Panama to the IMO and 

Chairman and of the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee pointed out 

that, “The Polar Code cannot be looked at in isolation.” He noted it is an important 

starting point that is an incredible collaborative effort by IMO Member States, but it 
will be revised and enhanced as more information becomes available from Member 
States operating in Arctic waters. 
 
Dr. Lawson Brigham, Distinguished Professor of Geography & Arctic Policy, University 
of Alaska Fairbanks, predicted that the law enforcement actions by the Arctic States 
may surprise everyone in the global shipping enterprise saying that he expects “the 
sovereign States who actually own this place, the Arctic and the central Arctic Ocean, 
will exercise extraordinary sovereign control over the areas, particularly Port State 

Control, so the Polar Code will be exercised fully and earnestly in the near future by 
the Arctic States.” 
 
The lack of accurate and reliable nautical charts, aids of navigation, and port 
reception facilities were acknowledged as slowing the pace of Arctic development 

providing some time to “get it right” in terms of Arctic stewardship. It was 

concluded that collaboration and responsibility are essential to developing the 
governance and regulations necessary to protect the Arctic, and that indigenous 
inhabitants have a key role to play in terms of contributing to research and 
knowledge about the region. Overall the event had a positive tone, but an underlying 
current of urgency as it was recognized that our globe has never before seen a time 

of such rapid change.  
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IMLA 2015 Committee Meeting and the Workshop on IMO 
Model Course Revision Held in Shanghai  

The IMLA committee members from around the world convened at Shanghai 

Maritime University (SMU) on Dec.10, 2015 for the IMLA 2015 Committee Meeting 

and the workshop on IMO Model Course Revision (IMLA-IAMU). Nakazawa Takeshi, 

the secretary of International Association of Maritime Universities, Clive Cole, 

Secretary of IMLA Professor, Prof.Dr Boris Pritchard, Faculty of Maritime Studies，

University of Rijeka, Prof. Jin Yongxing, Chairman of IMLA and Vice President of SMU, 

and other teachers SMU attended the meeting. 

Professor Jin Yongxing made a welcoming speech and appreciated the effort that 

IMLA working group put into IMO maritime English model course revision work. He 

was grateful to IMLA for providing a platform and window for Maritime Lecturers to 

share their latest academic achievements and exchange ideas on improvement of 

maritime education. Finally, he made a summary for IMLA’s work last year in the 

international maritime field. 

IMO maritime English model course aims to formulate unified syllabus reference 

standard for all countries to cultivate maritime English talents, it has the role of 

guiding international maritime English courses. 

First meeting of Model Course 6.09 
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Conference Announcements 
 

The 27th International Maritime English Conference 
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The 19th International Navigation Simulator Lecturers’ 

 Conference (INSLC19) 
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IMO Consultative Activities 

 

Invitation of Documents Submission to IMO NCSR3 

The IMO has announced to invite representation at the third session of the 
Sub-Committee on Navigation, Communications and Searche and Rescue (NCSR), 
which has been tentatively scheduled to take place from 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 29 
February to Friday, 4 March 2016 at IMO Headquarters, 4 Albert Embankment, 
London SE1 7SR. For this upcoming meeting, we 
welcome interested IMLA members to submit documents to IMLA office! 
 
Documents should be received in the Secretariat as follows: 
1. bulk documents (those containing more than six pages), by Friday, 27 November 2
015; 
2. non-bulky documents (those containing six pages or fewer) and also bulky informa
tion documents, by Friday, 25 December 2015; and 
3. documents commenting on those referred to in 1. and 2. above containing four pa
ges or fewer, by Friday, 8 January 2016  
  
 

Invitation of Documents Submission to IMO MSC96 
 
The IMO has announced to invite representation at the ninety-sixth session of the 
Maritime Safety Committee to be held from Wednesday, 11 to Friday, 20 May 2016 
at IMO Headquarters, 4 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7SR. For this upcoming 
meeting, we 
welcome interested IMLA members to submit documents to IMLA office! 
 
Documents should be received by the Secretariat as follows:  
1. documents containing proposals for new and unplanned outputs, by 9 February 
2016 (13-week deadline);  
2. documents (including information documents) containing more than six pages of 
text (bulky documents2), by 9 February 2016 (13-week deadline);  
3. non-bulky documents including information documents (six pages or fewer) and 
bulky information documents submitted in electronic format, by 8 March 2016 
(nine-week deadline); and 
4. documents (four pages or less) commenting on those referred to in 
subparagraphs .1 to .3 above, by 22 March 2016 (seven-week deadline). These 
documents should start with a paragraph clearly indicating the document on which 
comments are made and stating that the document is submitted in accordance with 
the provisions of paragraph 6.12.5 of the guidelines. 

 
  


